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Now that’s a way to introduce Jesus. But it is certainly not how everyone would introduce Jesus Christ. 

Let me ask you. How would introduce Jesus. If you and Jesus walked into a room full of people how would you introduce Jesus? What would you say? Who would you say He is?

This week’s chapter of the Story starts out in Mark chapter 8.

Turn with me please to Mark chapter 8. Let’s pray.

When I was growing up my mother taught me that in a social setting, especially if you are the host, when you are introducing someone it is always nice to say something about the about the person you are introducing. If they have a title, Dr. Pastor, Mrs. you should use it. 

Or you should say something about the person you are introducing, especially if it is something they hold in common with the person you are introducing them to. 

For example I might say; Scotty I would like to introduce to you my friend Bill. He got an eight point buck on the first day of bow season last year. 

By doing this it helps to establish a relationship by building a common ground for them.

So if you were having a few friends over for a cookout and Jesus showed up. How would you introduce Him to your friends? What you say about Him that would help them get to know Him?

Let’s look down in Mark 8:27. There we read: “Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. 

Jesus and his disciples are traveling around to the villages around the city of Caesarea Philippi. Caesarea Philippi lies about 25 north of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus has spent a great deal of time ministering and teaching.

And it is as they are “On the way he [that is Jesus] asked them, "Who do people say I am?” 

Or to put it another way, how would the people introduce me?

28 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 

29 “But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 

Peter answered, "You are the Christ.” 
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So here we see that Peter would introduce:
I. Jesus as the Christ

The term “the Christ” that Peter uses here is in fact a title. It is a formal introduction. And as I have said when we introduce someone we give their title. 
For example; this Mayor Stewart, this Pastor Mike, this is Dr. Smith.

This title used for Jesus is one of the most powerful clams in all of Scripture. And by using this title Peter makes a claim about who Jesus is that is going to create a lot of controversy; controversy that we deal with even today.

Actually the title Christ is the Greek New Testament word for the Hebrew word Messiah.
 
In the Old Testament they used the Hebrew word Messiah which means “anointed”. In general it means that someone or something thing has been anointed with oil or consecrated, ceremonially set apart for a specific task or purpose.

In the Old Testament prophets, priests and kings were anointed. Even Cyrus the king of Persia was called the anointed of the Lord in Isaiah 45:1.  

However, the title “the Messiah” or “the Christ” is the title for the special anointed deliverer who would come and usher in the kingdom of God into a new era.

So Peter would introduce Jesus using His title. Hi Bob I would like to me friend Jesus the Christ.

For many Jews in Jesus’ day they were looking for a Messiah, a leader who would deliver them out from under the oppression of the Romans. 

We heard last night how many of the Jews in Jerusalem are still looking for the Messiah.

The Jews in Jesus’ day wanted political and national freedom. But they missed that the Messiah was going to give them an even greater freedom. 
Today many who call themselves Christians only want a Messiah who will deliver them from the consequences of their sins, not from their sins. They don’t necessarily want to give up their sin they just don’t want to be punished for sin.

Jesus Christ did die to pay the penalty due for our sins. But He also rose again to give us new life; to deliver us from the power that sin has over our lives. 

Some people would introduce Jesus by saying that:
II. Jesus is a likable guy

Is he a likable guy? Jesus is a good teacher, a moral example, a philosopher. Is he really? I mean stop and think about it. 

Sure He was the kind the guy people would call a descent fellow, a good teacher.

But at the same time he was the kind of guy who would step up and say I am God.

Now I don’t know about you but I don’t have too many friends who will walk into a crowded room and start proclaiming they are God!

Jesus was the kind of guy who would walk into a room and set people off by what he says.

When Jesus asked the disciples who do people say that I am, what were their answers?

They said well you are John the Baptist alive from the dead. The one you called great.

Or you are Elijah that great prophet returned. You are one of the great Old Testament prophets like Jeremiah.
Then Jesus stops them and says ok that’s all well and good but let me get to the real point. Who do you say that I am?

Those of you who follow me, who do you say that I am?

Now probably at that moment there would have been a lot of things going through their minds. They had been with Jesus for a little while. And being with Jesus Christ was definitely an adventure.

First of all here is the guy they saw walk out on the water and didn’t sink. And He’s the guy who calmed the storm with just his words.

He is the same guy who took a boys lunch and created the biggest all you can eat fish fry in history feeding thousands of people. 

But He is also the same guy who after taking strips of leather and weaving them together into a whip drove the money changers and merchants out of the temple.

I imagine that what was going through the minds of the disciples was that this man Jesus was sometimes likable and sometimes not so much.

Just think about this with me. If Jesus is some good moral teacher, maybe a prophet than he certainly made some outrages claims about Himself.

So
III. Who does Jesus claim to be?

Matthew records the question he put to His disciples this way. In Matthew 16:13 we read “When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, "Who do people say the Son of Man is?" 

You see here Jesus uses the title “the Son of man” in reference to Himself. In fact Jesus uses this title more than 80 times throughout the gospels—more than any other title.

This phrase comes from Daniel 7:13-14. Here in Daniel 7:13-14 Daniel is speaking and he says:

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days [God] and was led into his [God’s] presence. 

14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

Jesus was basically saying by using the title “the Son of man” that he is God. He is divine. He is claiming to be the Messiah the Christ.

And when He said that, He ticked off a lot people. Some today will try to tell you that Jesus never claimed to be God.

But let me tell when he used the title “the Son of Man” the religious leaders of his day knew what he meant. And they were angry! 

They were so outraged with him that they wanted to stone him. They wanted to kill him because they understood who He was claiming to be. 

But Jesus didn’t stop there. He made other claims about who he is. We call them the “I am” statements. We find them in the gospel of John we see in:
6:35		I am the bread of life
8:12 		I am the Light of the world
10:7		I am the door
10:11	I am the good shepherd
11:25	I am the resurrection
14:6		I am the way, the truth and the life
15:1		I am the true vine

The use of the phase “I am” is a clear reference to the name God gave for Himself as the “I Am” in Exodus 3:14 where “God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And he said, "Say this to the people of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 

We could do an entire sermon series on each of these “I am” statements. 

But let me just say this. Jesus is not only claiming to be God but He is making it clear that He is the only way to God the Father.

It is not Jesus plus and it’s not Jesus minus, it’s Jesus only. Salvation comes only through Him!

Now that’s a strong statement. And you know the more we affirm and proclaim that statement the more we can expect oppositions.

For the world outside of the church this is not a likable statement. It doesn’t sound very tolerant. And it comes across a bit judgmental.

But Jesus goes on though. He doesn’t stop there. Jesus will claim to be greater than Jonah, greater than Solomon, greater than Jacob. 

Jesus says that He is greater than Abraham. He says that He greater than John the Baptist.

And then He points out that He has authority over the temple, over the Sabbath, and over heaven and earth. 

Jesus sets Himself apart. He is not just some friendly likable guy.

Jesus’ statements are strong, to the point, and clear. There are no if ands or buts about His identity. Jesus knew that He was God’s chosen one and He stated it clearly over and over.

There have been a lot of questions that people have asked about Jesus Christ throughout history.

But the most important question I think we need to ask is this. 

Who do you say Jesus is?
 
I mean, have you truly decided that Jesus is God? It doesn’t matter what others are thinking. What do you think about Jesus?

Is He really God? Because if He is, that will change the way you live your life.

Well some people say he is a likable guy.
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But because of the claims that Jesus makes about Himself others say that 
IV. Jesus is a lunatic

Is Jesus a lunatic? Is he some kind of mad man on the level of Hitler or a Charles Manson? But could a lunatic do what Jesus did? Could they? 

Stop and think about it. In John chapters 6, 7 and 8 we find many of the responses people had toward Jesus.

First of many people followed Him. Could a lunatic create the following that Jesus had? People followed him with great devotion. They didn’t just like Him, they loved Him. They gave everything up for Him.

Now a lunatic might gather together a following for a season but people have been following Jesus for 2,000 years.

Men and women, prostitutes to philanthropist, poor and rich, people of every walk of life followed Jesus Christ and still do all over the world today.

Jesus also changed people. He changed people’s lives. Could a lunatic improve lives like Jesus? Could a lunatic inspire people like Jesus did?

Jesus gives people a greater destiny, a greater purpose for life. He takes a person from where they are to where they need to be.

Lunatics don’t attract followers and then improve them. They attract followers for their own purposes, for their own personal gain.

If you look at Hitler he used people to murder. He used people to become addicts to a power, a power hungry individual—himself.

Charles Manson did the same thing by drawing weak minded people and manipulated them to do his will.

But Jesus Christ didn’t work for His own purposes. He lived His life and gave His life for his followers, for all who would receive Him. 

He truly gave Himself for every one of us.

Lunatics don’t lead like Jesus did. They don’t teach like Jesus taught. And they don’t serve and die for their followers like Jesus did.

Jesus sets Himself apart not as a lunatic but as someone who changes lives and inspires people.

So here’s the question for you. Have you ever discounted Jesus Christ and the claims He makes as crazy? 
Have you ever discounted and not listened to what He has to say and put Him at the level of a myth or a legion? Or treated His commands as optional advice?

Have you claimed to be a Christian only to live a life filled with sin-alcohol and drug abuse, pornography, gossip, unforgiving, the list could go on?

You see we really should listen to Jesus because He deserves it. He is God and He has given Himself for us.

So is Jesus just a likable guy or some crazed lunatic?

Or as other might think:
V. Jesus is a Liar

This is what some would say about Jesus. Is Jesus a liar, did He just lie about everything He claimed?

Well, let’s play this out a bit.

If Jesus was a liar, that would make Him the greatest master mind, the greatest skimmer of all times. 

If Jesus could have pulled off a lie of this magnitude he could have out ponzied Madoff, the guy who ran the largest Ponzi scam in history. 

Think about this. Jesus has challenged and drawn millions of people to follow him with their lives, their money, their time, and their talents and with their testimony.

And if Jesus is nothing more than a liar He has to be the greatest swindler and trickster of all time.

But wait just a moment. Before you make that call or make that conclusion. 

In the gospel of John in the 8th chapter and in the 10th chapter there are some things that were said and done by Jesus Christ that sets Him apart not as a liar but as who He says He is.

First of all there are the miracles. In the New Testament there are some 36 of Jesus miracles recoded. And every one of these miracles are visible, they are witnessed, and confirmed as true by those around Him.

And if He was a liar and the swindler you would think that He did it all for His own glory, for His own sake? 

If Jesus as just a liar and trickster then He would have been grandstanding. Hey everybody look at me.

But when Jesus healed someone He told them not to tell anybody. My time has not yet come, don’t tell anyone about this. He did it for their sake not for His own.

If you think about it, if Jesus’ intent was to lie and to deceives in order to bring money fame or glory to Himself then he was a huge failure.  

Jesus dies jobless, penniless. He was so broke they had to bury Him in a borrowed tomb. He died as a convicted criminal. 

So if he was a deceiver and a liar, He really didn’t do a very good job.

It is so clear that Jesus came not for Himself but to honor His Father. In fact in John 8:54-55 Jesus says “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who glorifies me. 

55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and keep his word. 

Jesus’ life was a life of honor. His was a life that was lived out for the purpose of doing the will of the Father and not deceiving someone else. 

Would a liar live for someone else’s sake and someone else’s purposes?

And on top of that when he gave His life up willingly it wasn’t with the kind of fuss that I think a liar would have given. He didn’t try to lie his way out of it. No! He went willingly, silently to the cross for you and me.

So I think that should cause each and every one of us to draw some conclusions. Have you ever denied applying Christ’s truth to your life?

Are you denying the truth of who Jesus is and what He claims in your heart or in your mind? My question is then, who is being deceived at that point. 

So now that brings us back full circle, right back to the beginning where Peter professes that:

VI. Jesus is Lord

Is He Lord? Is He Lord in your mind and in your heart today?

The events in Jesus’ life weren’t just happenstance. Yes Jesus was this historical person who taught with amazing words and backed those words up with the miracles He performed.

But we also need to see that Christ’s was introduced as Lord by the prophets of the Old Testament. 

In the Old Testament there are over three hundred prophesies that Jesus Christ fulfilled in His lifetime.

Now there is a writer named Josh McDowell and number of years ago he wrote book called Evidence that Demands a Verdict. He also wrote a book called More Than a Carpenter.

These are great resources about the life of Jesus Christ. And what I love about them is that he took just 8 of the prophesies concerning the Messiah and researched to see what the odds would be of one person fulfilling all 8 prophesies.

He worked with some MIT graduates, people who are very sharp in math. And they found that the odds of one person fulfilling just 8 of these prophesies about Christ was 1 to the 17th power. That’s a one with 17 zeros following after it.

Let me give you a picture of what kind of odds that is. If you take the state of Texas and you cover it with quarters two feet deep. Then take one quarter paint a red “x” on it and drop that quarter from and helicopter somewhere over the state of Texas. 

Now blindfold someone spin around a few times and let them go and then they walk directly out and when they bend down they pick up that one quarter with the red x on it. 

That what the odds are that one person would fulfill just 8 of the over 300 prophesies that were fulfilling in Christ Jesus. 

Jesus Christ did something far and above than what we can even think or imagine by proving with His life that He was the fulfillment of Scripture, over 300 prophesies fulfilled.

But it doesn’t stop there. Jesus Christ also shows us that He has power over death. 
In this week’s chapter of the Story we read about Lazarus, Jesus’ friend, who died. It’s found in the 11th chapter of John.

There we are told that by the time Jesus gets there Lazarus had already been in the grave four days. So when Jesus told them to remove the stone from in front of the grave they warned the Lazarus body would have already started to decay and there would be a stench. 

But the people open the grave anyway and then Jesus cries out to Lazarus—Get up! Lazarus gets up and walks out of the grave.

Jesus has the power over the grave. And in fact in a few weeks we will see that Jesus Himself will come up out of the grave. We call that the resurrection. 

You know it is one thing to call a dead man back to life but it is a whole other thing for a dead man to raise Himself.

This is powerful! No other religion has an empty tomb, a living savior. 

Buddha is in the grave. Mohamed is in the grave. Confucius or any other religious leaders and cult leaders are still in the grave. 

Only Christianity is based on the resurrection. Jesus is a risen Lord, a living Lord. And He has power over the grave and He says it is yours. You will be with me in the resurrection. That’s powerful.

So there you have it. Is He just some likable guy? Is He some lunatic or liar? Or is He Lord? How would you introduce Him?

Is He the Christ who saves us from the penalty of our sins and sets us free from sin? 

Is He the Lord of our life or are you still trying to run things?

You see if Jesus is who He says He is than we need to make some changes. If Jesus is Lord, than we need to make Him Lord of everything.

As is it has been said if Jesus is not Lord of all then He is not Lord at all.

It is not a little bit, one foot in and one foot out. It is all or none. There is no in between, there is not compromise with Jesus Christ.

Either you are going to serve Him and call Him Lord over all your life or you are not!

You either have all of Him or you have none of Him.
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